FAISAL

A life at the heart of the 20th century

20 December 2019
10 January 2020

WWW.KFCRIS.COM




An exhibition celebrating the centenary of
King Faisal’s historic journey to Europe
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A Life at the Heart of the 20t Century



A century ago, a ship set sail carrying, among its passengers, a 13-year-old prince,
accompanied by wise advisors. This young man was leaving Arabia for the

first time, setting out on a journey of thousands of miles, first to India and then

to Britain. He carried with him a letter and a gift for the King of Great Britain

on behalf of his father, the Sultan of Najd and Cheiftain of its Tribes...

From that August day in 1919 until 25 March 1975, this prince travelled many,
many miles, criss-crossing the globe. He took the concerns of his nation on his
shoulders, never tiring or flagging, always showing compassion to friends and
strangers alike. His constant aim was to bring new life to his country so that it could
become a beacon of civilisation once again. He wanted his people to shake off
the dust of centuries of indifference and idleness, of subjugation and humiliation,
so that they could once more become a leader for humanity and a guiding light
for those in need.

That was my father. Faisal bin Abdulaziz bin Abdurrahman Al Faisal Al Saud. ..

Faisal was brought up by his father Abdulaziz, having lost his mother at a young
age. He became, in turn, the father of an entire nation. Throughout his seventy
years, Faisal was committed to his faith and devoted to God. He worked tirelessly
to improve the condition and standing of Saudi Arabia. In 1975 Faisal was
assassinated, and his martyrdom was mourned across the world; from East to
West, by Arabs and foreigners, by friends and opponents alike.

This exhibition is presented by the King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic
Studies, which it is my honour to chair. The exhibition commemorates the
centenary of Faisal's first journey to Europe — indeed his first journey outside
Arabia. Thanks to the exceptional efforts of the team at the King Faisal Center,
this exhibition has become a reality. | am confident that it will engage new
audiences by sharing the story of this young man from Najd who left his home
full of hope, and would become one of the greatest leaders of the modern era.

May Faisal rest in peace for eternity.

Turki Al Faisal



My Father...

From that August day in 1919
until the 25 March 1975, this
prince travelled many, many
miles, criss-crossing the globe.

He took the concerns of his
nation on his shoulders, never
tiring or flagging, always show-
ing compassion to friends and
strangers alike.
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KING FAISAL CENTER FOR RESEARCH
AND ISLAMIC STUDIES

The King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies (KFCRIS)

was established in 1983 to continue the mission of the late King Faisal
bin Abdulaziz (1906 -1975): the promotion of science and the exchange
of knowledge between the Kingdom and the rest of the world. The
Center serves as a platform for research, bringing together scholars
and institutions to preserve, publish, and produce academic work.

It aims to expand the scope of existing literature and research and

to demonstrate the contribution of the Muslim world to the humanities,
sciences, and social sciences.

Ghutrah and 'igal (head-dress). KFCRIS collection.




For 33 years, the Faisal Mu-
seum has continued to offer

visitors
a journey into the past,
expanding cultural horizons,

and revealing invaluable
insights into our history
and our values.

e ™
Daglah (embroidered coat). KFCRIS collection.

The Vision
To be a human resource for scientific, intellectual, and cultural knowledge.

The Message
To enrich the scientific and cultural scene locally and internationally
through original research, resources, and unique experiences.
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Al Faisal Museum

The museum was established at the King Faisal Center for Research

and Islamic Studies in 1985, with the mission of presenting the life of the
late King Faisal and the modern history of Saudi Arabia. The museum’s
mission has expanded to include Islamic civilisation and arts.

For 33 years, the Faisal Museum has continued to offer visitors a journey
into the past, expanding cultural horizons, and revealing invaluable
insights into our history and our values. The museum currently holds

six collections: the King Faisal Memorial collection, Arab and Islamic
art, coins and currencies, Saudi memory, the Center’s history, and
artworks.

King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies

We serve the society and the future of the Kingdom by making these
collections available to academics, artists, and anyone interested
in the art, history, and culture of Saudi Arabia, Arabs and Muslims.
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FAISAL
A Life at the Heart of the 20t Century

One hundred years ago, Faisal bin Abdulaziz Al Saud led a delegation
to Europe on behalf of his father Abdulaziz bin Abdurrahman Al Saud,
the ruler of Najd in central Arabia. Faisal went on to become one

of the most important figures of the 20th century. Today, the King
Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies is pleased to present
this exhibition, commemorating the centenary of this journey,
following in the footsteps of Faisal.

A LIFE-CHANGING JOURNEY

When Faisal set out for Europe he was only 13 years old. This encounter
with the world’s most powerful nations gave Faisal his first taste

of international affairs and inspired the young prince. On his return

to Arabia, he helped his father build their country, which became

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Faisal became king of Saudi Arabia in 1964 and, as a key Arab and
Islamic leader, he became one of the most important figures in the 20th
century. His great legacy continues to be felt in Saudi Arabia

and around the world.

This exhibition follows Faisal’s journey through seven chapters,
inspired by the destinations he visited during his 1919 journey. Each
chapter presents Faisal’s experiences and explores how this journey
affected the young prince, informing his character, the way he led

his life, and his future impact on Saudi Arabian and world history.
The exhibition also features three audio-visual stops where particular
aspects of Faisal's

life are presented in interviews with those who knew Faisal.



1100000000

Najd

India

London

England, Wales & Ireland
The Battlefields

Paris

Legacy

Film

Entrance/Exit

Fire Exit

A Life-Changing Journey




-
o

Faisal: A Life at the Heart of the 20™ Century |

NAJD

In 1919, the British government invited Abdulaziz Al Saud, the ruler
of Najd, to send a mission to London. He chose his 13-year-old son
Faisal to represent his vision for Arabia to the governments of Europe.

Abdulaziz ruled over Najd, the arid region at the heart of the Arabian
Peninsula. It was here that Faisal’s life and journey began. As Abdulaziz's
third son, he grew up close to his father and learned a great deal from
him about statesmanship.

Throughout his life, Faisal remained devoted to his people, his heritage,
and the traditions of his desert home.
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Letter from Faisal to his father Abdulaziz Al Saud, 1918. KFCRIS collection.

In this section of the exhibition, visitors will learn

about Faisal’s childhood and family history, and explore
a beautifully illustrated family tree of the Al Saud
family. Key artefacts include a telegram from the British
government inviting Abdulaziz to send a mission to
London and a letter sent by Faisal to his father.




Al Saud Family Tree, 1964. KFCRIS collection.



INDIA
India was Faisal’s first experience of the world outside Arabia.

Faisal was amazed by the immense scale of the place and its vibrant
and energetic atmosphere. Mumbai was by far the largest and busiest
city he had ever seen, full of new sights and experiences — including
his first train journey.

India, at that time still under British control, made a deep impression
on the young Faisal, and the affection he developed for the people
of South Asia during his first visit to the region endured throughout
his life.

Here, visitors can discover stories of Faisal's voyage
through photographs, documents and objects from
this time. One charming photograph shows the young
Faisal sitting for a portrait during the voyage from
Mumbai to Plymouth. The photographs in this section
of the exhibition are among the earliest existing
images of Faisal.
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Copy of a telegram sent by Faisal from Taj Mahal Hotel, 1919. Courtesy of KFCRIS.



Reproduction of a painting of Faisal made by Miss Janet Robinson, 1919. KFCRIS collection.

=
w

India




Faisal: A Life at the Heart of the 20™ Century | =

LONDON
London was the first European stop on Faisal’s 1919 journey.

This 13-year-old boy from Najd travelled more than 10,000km to meet
King George V - at that time probably the most powerful leader in
the world. Despite administrative mishaps and poor weather, the visit
to London was a great success.

This was Faisal's first foray into diplomacy, preparing him for a lifelong
career as an international statesman. The dignity he displayed as a child
in London was typical of his character throughout his life.
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United Nations luncheon invitation, 1946. KFCRIS collection.

In this chapter of the exhibition, visitors can learn

about the young prince’s experiences in London,
Faisal’s lifelong role on the international stage, and his
enduring relationship with the United Kingdom, through
photographs and press clippings.

A film features historical footage, alongside interviews
with those who knew Faisal well describing the
importance of this first journey abroad.
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Ceremonial sabre similar to that given by Faisal to George V during his journey in 1919.

KFCRIS collection.
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ENGLAND, WALES & IRELAND

After meeting King George V in London, Faisal set out to tour Britain
and Ireland.

His party took in Cambridge University, the coalfields of South Wales,
and the factories of Birmingham. The educational, industrial, and civic
institutions Faisal visited left a profound impression on the young
prince. Later in life, Faisal applied the lessons he learned here about
the importance of education and industry to the modernisation

of Saudi Arabia.

The reception Faisal received in this tour prepared the ground for
future reciprocal visits, and Saudi Arabia continues to warmly welcome
visiting British royals today.

In this section, a map traces the journey the

delegation took through Britain and Ireland. Visitors can
discover artefacts and memorabilia from Faisal’s tour
including a luncheon menu, seating

plan, and photographs from official receptions and
visits, alongside photographs and objects related

to Faisal’s lifelong love of the land and efforts for

the modernisation of Saudi Arabia.

Faisal's radio, 1970's. KFCRIS collection.



O
c
&
(9]
=
e
c
©
0
Q@
2
o
c
o
(9]
c
[W1)

Faisal's desert equipment. KFCRIS collection.
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THE BATTLEFIELDS

Faisal visited the battlefields of northern Europe only a year after the
First World War ended. The devastation and trauma caused by the
conflict were clear to see.

So soon after the armistice, graves were scattered across the landscape
—they had not yet been gathered into the neat military cemeteries
familiar today. In some places the remains of unburied soldiers were
still visible in the trenches. Landmines littered the fields and entire
villages were reduced to rubble.

Faisal learned from the horrors he saw in Europe. He understood that
war should be treated as a last resort.

Here, visitors will understand the lifelong impression
Faisal’s visit to the battlefields of the First World
War had on him. The section also introduces Faisal’s
personal experiences of conflict during the wars

to unify Saudi Arabia.

Spearhead used by Faisal while fighting in Asir, 1922. KFCRIS collection.




Faisal during 1922 campaign in Asir. Image by Amin Rihani, courtesy of KFCRIS.
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PARIS

Paris was the final European stop on Faisal’s journey. This first visit
to France was followed by many more, fostering the longstanding
cooperation between France and Saudi Arabia that continues today.

In Paris, Ahmad Al Thunayan, a close advisor of Faisal’s father, who
accompanied him on his 1919 journey, attended diplomatic meetings
on Faisal’s behalf. Ahmad played an important role in Faisal’s life.
Faisal later married Ahmad’s niece Effat Al Thunayan, who became
an important figure in Saudi Arabian history.

In this area, visitors can learn about the diplomatic
meetings that happened when Faisal was in Paris, and
about his future visits to France. A film introduces the
important role played by Queen Effat

in Faisal’s life and in Saudi Arabian history. Her children
and grandchildren share stories of her life and her
relationship with Faisal.

Effat’s ID card, 1915. KFCRIS collection.



Faisal's first passport, 1926. KFCRIS collection.
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LEGACY

Faisal’s visit to Europe was a resounding success. The boy who came
to London in 1919 became one of the greatest figures of the 20th
century.

Faisal steered Saudi Arabia through challenging times. He served
his country under his father, then under his brother Saud, becoming
king himself in 1964. His vision and unstinting work for the Kingdom
continue to inspire efforts to develop Saudi Arabia today. Faisal was
martyred on 25 March 1975. Though the world lost

a great statesman, his legacy endures.

In this closing chapter of the exhibition, visitors

will discover the final stages of Faisal’s 1919 journey and
explore the legacy he left behind after his martyrdom
in 1975. Personal memorabilia, photographs, and
articles present both the public and private side of King
Faisal, alongside a film showing archival footage of his
life, combined with interviews with experts and family
members.
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Letter written by Faisal from Mumbai on the way home from Europe, 1920. KFCRIS collection.
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