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(1) cf. Jeffrey A. Stacey, “The Utility of Crises — Turkey and ISIS help Western Allies get back in Sync in
Syria,” Foreign Affairs, November 30, 2015, https://www.foreignaftairs.com/articles/turkey/2015-11-30/
utility-crises. Josef Janning and Almut Molle, “Leading from the Centre: Germany’s New Role in
Europe,” ETH Ziirich, July 27, 2016, http://www.css.ethz.ch/en/services/digital-library/articles/article.
html/64f982e8-b61b-4c24-a034-a13213e8bb10?platform=hootsuite.
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(2) “German Tornado Jets to help French against IS in Syria,” BBC, November 26, 2015, http://www.bbc.
com/news/world-europe-34927170.

(3) King Faisal Center for Research and Islamic Studies, The Making of the 2016 White Paper:
Incorporating Society as a Whole, Commentary, August 1, 2016, http://kfcris.net/en/view/post/88.
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(4) “Westerwelle: “Die Sanktionen miissen schnell verhdngt werden,” Der Tagesspiegel, April 29, 2011,
http://www.tagesspiegel.de/politik/interview-westerwelle-die-sanktionen-gegen-syrien-muessen-
schnell-verhaengt-werden/4116352.html.

(5) cf. Nicole Koenig, “Germany’s role in Libya and Syria: From restraint to responsibility” Europe’s
New Political Engine - Germany’s role in the EU’s foreign and security policy, The Finnish Institute of
International Affairs Report 44, ed. NiklasHelwig (Helsinki: The Finnish Institute of International
Affairs, 2016): 93-108.

(6) cf. Koenig 2016, 102.
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(7) Gemeinsame Erklarung von Frankreich, Grofibritannien und Deutschland zu Syrien,”Die Bundesregierung,
August 18, 2011, https://www.bundesregierung.de/ContentArchiv/DE/Archiv17/Pressemitteilungen/
BPA/2011/08/2011-08-18-erklaerung-syrien.html.

(8) cf. Anja Zorob, “Sanktionen gegen Syrien: Was haben sie bewirkt?,” Bundeszentrale fiir politische
Bildung: Aus Politik und Zeitgeschichte 66, no. 8 (2016):14-22.

(9) JustynaGotkowska and KamilFrymark, “Germany’s engagement in the resolution of the Syrian
conflict,” OSW Centre for Eastern Studies Commentary, no. 194(2016): 3.

(10) However, complementary to its traditional foreign policy approach of striving for multilateral politcal
solutions, Germany has gained significant influence by mediating between antagonizing actors in the
Middle East, such as the EU, Iran, Israel, Palestine and Lebanon as a “neutral mediator” (Gotkowska
and Frymark 2016, 4). With this self-perception in mind, the demand for a more active foreign policy
creates a challenging balance to hold for German foreign policy makers.

(11) cf. “Finanzkrise in Griechenland,” Landeszentrale fiir politische Bildung Baden-Wiirttemberghttps://

www.lpb-bw.de/finanzkrise_griechenland.html.
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(12) Hanns W. Maull, “Auflenpolitische Entscheidungsprozesse in Krisenzeiten,” Bundeszentrale fiir Politische
Bildung, March 1, 2012, http://www.bpb.de/apuz/75797/aussenpolitische-entscheidungsprozesse-in-
krisenzeiten?p=all.

(13) cf. William E. Paterson, “The Reluctant Hegemon? Germany moves to the Centre Stage in the
European Union,” Journal of Common Market Studies, no. 49 (2011): 57-75.

(14) cf. NiklasHelwig, “Executive Summary,” inEurope’s New Political Engine - Germany’s role in the EU’s
foreign and security policy, The Finnish Institute of International Affairs Report 44, ed. NiklasHelwig ,
(Helsinki: The Finnish Institute of International Affairs,2016): 11-13.

(15) cf. Hanns W. Maull, “Deutsche Aufenpolitik: zwischenSelbstiiberschitzung und Wegducken,” GIGA
Focus Global, no. 1 (2014): 4.

(16) cf. “Donor funding 2012 to 2015,” Financial Tracking Service (FTS),https://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.
aspx?page=search-reporting_display&CQ=cq260115191009dOLEaWyOry&orderby=USD_
commitdisbu&showDetails.

(17) cf. “Syrien, AuswirtigesAmt, January 14, 2016, http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/DE/Aussenpolitik/
HumanitaereHilfe/6_Projektbeispiele/160114_Syrien_node.html.
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(18) cf. “Syrien: ,Allestun, um die Gewaltzustoppen,” NeueOsnabriickerZeitung, February 8, 2012,http://
www.auswaertiges-amt.de/DE/Infoservice/Presse/Interviews/2012/120208-BM_NOZ.html.

(19) AuflenministerWesterwelleim Interviewmit der ‘PassauerNeuenPresse;” cf. Westerwelle:PassauerNeuePresse,
March 10, 2012, http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/DE/Infoservice/Presse/Interviews/2012/120310-BM-
Neue-Presse.html.

(20) “Fiir das Assad-Regime gibteskeinZuriickmehr,” Westerwelle: Welt am Sonntag, June 10, 2012, http://
www.auswaertiges-amt.de/DE/Infoservice/Presse/Interviews/2012/120610_BM_WAMS_Syrien.html.

(21) “Syrian death toll tops 19,000, say activists,” The Guardian, July 22, 2012,https://www.theguardian.
com/world/2012/jul/22/syria-death-toll-tops-19000.

(22) “WirmiisseneinenFlichenbrandverhindern: Guido Westerwelle,” Die Welt, June 1, 2012, http://www.
auswaertiges-amt.de/DE/Infoservice/Presse/Interviews/2012/120601-BM_Welt.html.
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(23) cf. Koenig 2016, 103.

(24) cf. Koenig 2016, 103.

(25) “Deutsche zuSyrien: Geld ja — Waffen nein,” Handelsblatt, June 1, 2013, http://www.handelsblatt.com/
politik/deutschland/deutsche-zu-syrien-geld-ja-waffen-nein/8284930.html.

(26) cf. Koenig 2016, 103.

(27) Ralph Neukirch, “Military Intervention: Germany caught in the middle on Syria,” Spiegel Online
International, September 2, 2013, http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/german-government-

takes-delicate-position-on-attack-on-syria-a-919736.html.
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(28) cf. “Syrien-Einsatz ja, aber ohne Deutschland,” Die Tagesschau, August 29, 2013, https://www.
tagesschau.de/inland/deutschlandtrend1834.html.
(29) cf. Koenig 2016, 104.

(30) cf. Frank-Walter Steinmeier, “Es gibt keine Friedensgarantie,” Passauer Neue Presse, September 12, 2014.
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(31) cf. “Zahlen zu Asyl in Deutschland,” Bundeszentrale fiir Politische Bildung, August 10, 2016,
https://www.bpb.de/politik/innenpolitik/flucht/218788/zahlen-zu-asyl-in-deutschland.

(32) cf. Damien McGuinness,“Germany jolted by AfD right-wing poll success,” BBC, March 14, 2016,
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-35806047.

(33) It may be in part due to the experienced German dominance during the Euro crisis that a majority
of European countries refused to support Germany by sharing the burden of the so-called “refugee
crisis” (Janning and Molle, 2016).

(34) “Vienna Peace Talks — After Paris, Syria’s peace process limps on,” The Economist, November 17, 2015,
http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21678712-part-puzzle-after-paris-syrias-
peace-process-limps.

(35) cf. “Bundestag beschlie3tSyrien-Einsatz,” Die Bundesregierung, December 4, 2015, https://www.bund
esregierung.de/Content/DE/Artikel/2015/12/2015-12-01-syrien-mandat-bundeswehr.html; The Vienna
peace talks led to the UNSC Resolution 2254 (December 18, 2015), endorsing a road map for a peace
process in Syria and setting a timetable for talks. It set the aim of holding free elections within 18
months (.http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc12171.doc.htm, United Nations, December 18 ,2015).
The breakthrough - establishing the ISSG - came about in October 2015 as the 5+1 negotiations with
Iran about the nuclear program were successfully concluded in July 2015. This was a precondition for

allowing them to join the negotiations.
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(36) cf. Koenig 2016, 105.
(37) cf. Koenig 2016, 106.

(38) “Paris attacks: UN backs ‘all necessary measures’ against IS,” BBC, November 21, 2015, http://www.bbc.com/
news/world-europe-34886971.

(39) “White Paper 2016 On German Security Policy and The Future of the Bundeswehr,” Ministry of
Federal Defence, June 2016, https://www.bmvg.de/portal/a/bmvg/en, p. 81.

(40) “Bundestag beschliefit Syrien-Einsatz,” Die Bundesregierung, December4, 2015, https://www.bund
esregierung.de/Content/DE/Artikel/2015/12/2015-12-01-syrien-mandat-bundeswehr.html.

(41) Ellen Ehni, “Mehrheit fiir Syrien-Einsatz,” Die Tagesschau, December4, 2015, https://www.tagesschau.de/
inland/deutschlandtrend-455.html.

(42) cf. Koenig 2016, 106f.
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(43) “Steinmeier schliefit deutsche Waffenlieferungen in Irak nicht aus,” Reuters, August 14, 2014,http://
de.reuters.com/article/irak-deutschland-steinmeier-idDEKBNOGE0B320140814.
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(44) Report by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany on its Policy on Exports of Conventional
Military Equipment in 2012 (2012 Military Equipment Export Report), Federal Ministry for Economic
Affairs and Energy, II, 1.

(45) cf. Andreas Jacobs, “Deutschland und der Nahe und Mittlere Osten: Standortbestimmung und
Handlungsempfehlung,” Zukunftsforum Politikno. 27, Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e.V. 5.

(46) “President Obama Makes a Statement on the Crisis in Iraq,” The White House, August 1, 2014,
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2014/08/07/president-obama-makes-statement-iraq.

(47) “German humanitarian aid to Iraq 2014, German diplomatic missions to Iraq, Baghdad/Erbil
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(50) German Bundestag, “Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany, Article 24 (Transfer of sovereign powers
- System of collectivesecurity),” https://www.bundestag.de/blob/284870/ce0d03414872b427e57fccb703634dcd/
basic_law-data.pdf, 30.

(51) See the international precedent of the formation of a “Coalition of the Willing” ushering in the 2003 Iraq War.

(52) Basic Law, Article 87a (Armed Forces) p.73. https://www.bundestag.de/blob/284870/ce0d03414872b42
7e57fccb703 634dcd/basic_law-data.pdf.
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(53) “Resolution 2170 (2014),” United Nations Security Council, https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/
GEN/N14/508/49/PDF/N1450849.pdf?OpenElement.
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(55) cf. Motion of the Federal Government, December 1, 2015 - Mission of German Armed Forces
to prevent and curb terror organization Islamic State on grounds of Article 51 UN Charter in
connection with Art 42 (7) of the Treaty on European Union, and resolutions of the United Nations
Security Council resolutions 2170 (2014), 2199(2015), 2249(2015). German Parliament - 18/6866, 1.
December 2015. http://dipbt.bundestag.de/doc/btd/18/068/1806866.pdf.

(56) “United Nations Security Council Resolution 2249, United Nations Security Council, November 20, 2015,
http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCFIB-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FFI6FF9%7D/s_
res_2249.pdf.

(57) Martin Michelot, “Five Reasons France Did not Invoke NATO Article 5,” Defence Matters, December
18, 2015, http://defencematters.org/news/five-reasons-france-did-not-invoke-nato-article-5/418/.

(58) “After Paris — Why Did France Pass on NATO? The American Interest, November 18, 2015, http://

www.the-american-interest.com/2015/11/17/why-did-france-pass-on-nato/.
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(59) “Operation Inherent Resolve,” 2016, http://www.inherentresolve.mil/.

(60) cf. Niklas Helwig, “Germany - rising to the challenge, while maintaining the balance,” in: Europe’s
New Political Engine - Germany’s role in the EU’s foreign and security policy, The Finnish Institute of
International Affairs Report 44, ed. NiklasHelwig, (Helsinki: The Finnish Institute of International
Affairs,2016): 18.
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cf. Claudia Major and Christian Mélling, “Von Libyen nach Syrien - Die Rolle des Militérs in einer
neuen deutschen Sicherheits- und Verteidigungspolitik,” Bundeszentrale fiir Politische Bildung: Aus
Politik und Zeitgeschichte 66, no. 28-29 (2016):32-37.

(62) “Nordirak- Peschmerga verkaufen Bundeswehr-Waffen,” ZEIT Online, January 21, 2016, http://www.
zeit.de/politik/2016-01/peschmerga-nordirak-bundeswehr-waffen.

(63) “The end-use of weaponry and armaments must be ensured effectively;” Political Principles Adopted
by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany for the Export of War Weapons and Other
Military Equipment,2. see: “Report by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany on Its
Policy on Exports of Conventional Military Equipment in 2012 (2012 Military Equipment Export
Report),” Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy, 2012, http://www.bmwi.de/English/Redaktion/
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