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(11) “Mounting reports of Iranian casualties also served as an indicator of the ongoing shift from senior-level IRGC advisement to direct IRGC
field command over pro-regime forces. Rebel forces killed and beheaded IRGC-GF Brigadier General Abdollah Eskandari on May 28,
2014 near the town of Morek in northern Hama Province . . . the presence of these senior Iranian officers in such close proximity to active
frontlines suggests that IRGC commanders have directly embedded with pro-regimes forces on the battlefield.” Institute for the Study
of War (ISW), “The Regime’s Strategic Objectives,” May 21, 2015, adapted from the ISW report, ““An Army in All Corners’: Assad’s
Campaign Strategy in Syria,” April 2015, http://iswresearch.blogspot.com/2015/05/.
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